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Flavio Lombardo
fell in love with this
1930s house long
before buylng it,
then spent a year
reviving it, writes
Siobhan Maguire

lavie Lombardo had never
aop foot inside Mol Dath
fvenue, a thresbedmom
terraced house in Dhblin 4,
when he strted o shetch
an alternative kyaat, The
[alian-borny archivect was
fascinated by the period
home when it came o the market
i Late 20007, Bust there wias a prablem, At
£11m, the Sapdymount propermy was
far too expenalve. Even a reduction the
Tollowing September to E550,000 was
way over his xdget, Nevertheless, be
continmed with his drvwings.

“There was something about the
lwigse and ds Jecation g close o those
icanic chimneys in Ringsend and the
cogst,” says Lombardo, who moved to
Freland Jrom Turin 10 yers ago.

“fiz =oam 8z 1 sw the honse adver
tlsed oo the intermer, T watched it for a
vear and even pat in am off=r much less
tham the asking price, but it was refosed,
From the moment T siw the brochure
anling, 1 started sketching, it wasn't
ever about 6 we would get i or mot, it
was about how | could realise changes
for the house withot taking from its
period chiarme"

In april last year, however, the
price of Mo3a dropped o €575, 0000 Tor
Lomnbardo and Caral Mchielis, his
Co Donegal-borm wife, it was an -:-p]ib:lr-
tumdly to negodinbe omee more, T
miade an offer of €400,000 in May 2000,
Tir thedy surprize, the bid was sccapted
ard, ane weel before theic weddog in
[taly, they secured the keys.

“Alrer studying the market for 50 kong
arel watching this howse sit with the
moat tidicubons asking prices, 1 pever
allowed mysell o getinte the menlbiey
of ‘I'll buy that one day’. In the end,
winiting tarned et (o be an Hll'l.':LnL.'l,gl:
and we secured the house for half s
ortginal ssking price,” he says

But Lse honeymsoan pericd wasshoet-
lived, after their wedding, Lombanda
annd MePelis realised the howse was oot
rezdy to be & home for them and their
iwie-year-old daughtes, Izabella, There
wis o alternative bul b sty o thedr
rented secommedation in Portobella
while Lombsardo got oo grips witly the
project ahead = what would turn out o
be a mm&mrj:mw and  lighi-flled
extensson with an inoer sourtyard,
landscaped garden and new bathroom

Alrendy working as & snbor project
architect am the Aviva stadiom at
Lanadowree Road, Lombardo found bim-
self desoting eazly mormnings ad lunch
hears o fixing np his new home,

"1 wanvted i o a3 mowch of the Bath
Avenne project as [ could,” says Lom
bardo, “I woald leave my rembed
mentat the eraek of dadwn with my hasd
hait and boots and cpcle to the house,
where 1 would discuss the day's woak
with the builders. Then | would set off ta
the stadivm, which isbelind the house,
and et wodking cnits plans Dwoukd be
cver and back between the bwo projects
duiriigg the week and spend my week-
ends in the house demalishing rooms
ared digging our the gamden, It was

EXxtenadenw,
NaSWOraHit

Lombardo aind Molelis bought
Ehe Diehdir & howss for G550,000;
inset right. before thé exbension

alweays great te o the 25 of each
baillding frome the vista of the othes.”

1t took Lombard o, wha is noer setting
uEIh.is. o practics, 11 months b com-
plete the extenson aml w refurbish
the criginal bouse. Construction started
an tl extension lass Moevenaber and 1t
WS mmpl:fn.‘l in March. Remarkably,
the findshed product stayed e to soms

of the sketches be made long before be
whewad tlve onze. The rear of the onlg-
nal 19305 honse — an old extension with
& dining room, kitchen sod bethrosm
— s demolished 1o make way for an
open-plan raom where the Banily conld
cook, eat and rela Lombarde lated tlse
original extensiom becanse the small
W was right beside the kchen ares,
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His desrigri moves the bathiroom ta above
the kitchen, The living room, which wees
upetadre, was cobvented back inbea bed-
taam. The project cost abowt £54,600 in
tatal, Mot bad foran extra 50%aq fi of Hy-
ing space. The house as a whols -
ures 1,442 =g i,

He sayz: "The dedpn princtple was ta
maximise the daylight, to use standard
corstraetion metheds to pdnimise coat,
1o wse @ contemparary design distin-
guishing the old from the new, and to
create a multifunctional fansdby reom
where we conld all stay together. Eachof
us conlbd still be doing different things:
cuoking, eating, reading, using the com-
puter and playing This also extended
autaicke with floomag into the patia,

“Far the owtside of the sxtension a
white Moncoouche [render| wasappliod

"I WAS LUCKY —
AS AN ARCHITECT,
IDIDNOTNEED TO
HIRE ONE —BUT
THERE ARE WAYS
TO SAVE MONEY ON
THESE PROJECTS”

amd  white full-width  timber-glazed
windowdoors were chamen.  Brown
gramnite stones for the patie area created
aclean beiplst monochrome bok.”

Given that the sxtension is about 10m
lomgg, It was dmportant w0 bring some
light o the open-plan spece. Lom-
barde did this by creating an inner
courtyard, wlich separates the exten-
saan from the back wall of the main
lssze ard alknws namural Heht to flood
into the pew room from both snds.

“Mioat extensions protrude from the
main b of the butkding, In this cazs=
the imner courtyand is an optimal soha
thom, creating & well of lght that alless
yiou B0 have dears and windows w its
sides,” he says,

Given the amowst they pald for the
|:|nus=e, Lomibarda and ScMelis were
determiined to keep the project on
budgzet. Tode s, tey undestcok much
of the work themselves, tearing ol
thmber joinme off walls and pulling upald
floors. Original features including fire
places ared corndcing were restoned,

Flavio's tips for
homeowners

B Do &8 rmuch as you can yoursell,
from stripping wallpaper to
painting, sanding floors, gardening
and filling seips

B Sarve monéy by subconiracting
Iohs rather than hiring someone
to detepste tagks

B You should wait to buy the
house at the right time

B There is no need o have
meerything straightaway, especally
when it comes to furnishings

You can do it bit by bil at alater
ctage, of when you cam afford the
right piece

“We were filling skips with carpets
amd wallpapers that had been in the
hongse for ower 30 ypears, The honse had
B nzed for reneal accommodation for
& long time, 5o we had o deal with
fzages tlsar had been allowed to linger,
like damp aroumd the ald, small
windows and on wall: and the bath-
Toot, Thers was moway we could nwme
msmall child indo & homse in that state”

Lombardo admits that bulldisg an
extensicn can be a Gxicly hectic and
time-consuming job. Bug for the thon-
sands of bomseowers whocaniot trade
upor sl in the cumment markst, revising
of rebidlding an exdsting space can
transfonm your bome

1 was lucky because, being an
archieect, [ did ot mesd to e one,
Alzn, 1 was able o project-manage =5
weell as do all sorts of manual jobs,” he
sys.”

The family mowved imto their newhy
revovated home at Esster, bur the
couple are not rashing the farndshing.

"W decided to use a newtral colpar

By Mouchs [ Flasia Lomassda S poris [la

sion; left, the new bathroom

schenve for the extension, paintig all
thie walls in white with the sxeeption aof
sonne grey in the bookshelf, which holds
tlse TV aind s comnptes warkatatioo The
calonr in the oom comes from the
books, the palntngs, the preen Smeg
Eridge, the oramge carpet and an antique
browem armchair.”

Everything in the room 2 beapake:
thie boolshelf and all the windows and
dovors are meticalowsly detalled. The
Eitchen was made in Tulbmsore,
Co Offaly, Underfleor hesting was
clsosen to rale out the peed for eadistors
and talian Catalano sanitarpsare and
Goesi taps were fitted in the batlyreom,

“The yl.'ml. 1 had in mimd in those
first drawings was mot to complicate
tlaiisgs [t'sa tamily centre wlibch brusgs
us together mther than have sverpone
i different rooms,”

The project was “a loog vear's jous-
oy st Loambarde says: °T hope this vill
ENOOUTEEE people iar, even in a reces-
s, yau can work hard with & small
budget and meake 3 wonderful bame.”



